S5106

the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to build safer, thriving com-
munities, and save lives, by investing
in effective community-based violence
reduction initiatives, and for other
purposes.
S. 2297
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY) and the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2297, a bill to improve
global health, and for other purposes.
S. 2308
At the request of Mr. WARNOCK, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSSoOrF) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2308, a bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to modify the threshold
for small start projects under the fixed
guideway capital investment grant pro-
gram, to allow certain environmental
review expenditures to count for pur-
poses of non-Federal matches, and for
other purposes.
S. 2328
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the name of the Senator from Nevada
(Ms. ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2328, a bill to direct the Presi-
dential designee under the Uniformed
and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting
Act to develop and implement a plan to
provide end-to-end electronic voting
services for absent uniformed services
voters under such Act who are de-
ployed or mobilized to locations with
limited or immature postal service.
S. 2357
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2357, a bill to fight homeless-
ness in the United States by author-
izing a grant program within the
Health Resources and Services Admin-
istration for housing programs that
offer comprehensive services and inten-
sive case management for homeless in-
dividuals and families.
S. 2370
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2370, a bill to require the
Secretary of Energy to provide rebates
for the installation of zero-emission
technologies in single-family homes
and multifamily buildings, and for
other purposes.
S. 2383
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2383, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to facilitate
water leasing and water transfers to
promote conservation and efficiency.
S. 2408
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOoOzMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2408, a bill to prohibit the
award of Federal funds to an institu-
tion of higher education that hosts or
is affiliated with a student-based serv-
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ice site that provides abortion drugs or
abortions to students of the institution
or to employees of the institution or
site, and for other purposes.
S. 2412
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2412, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
protect coverage for screening mam-
mography, and for other purposes.
S. 2434
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) and the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2434, a bill to provide
tax incentives that support local news-
papers and other local media, and for
other purposes.
S. 2463
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2463, a bill to require agencies submit
zero-based budgets.
S. 2467
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2467, a bill to provide for a Public
Health Emergency Fund, and for other
purposes.
$.J. RES. 10
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) and the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. MERKLEY) were added as co-
sponsors of S.J. Res. 10, a joint resolu-
tion to repeal the authorizations for
use of military force against Iraq, and
for other purposes.
S. RES. 240
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) and the Senator
from California (Mr. PADILLA) were
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 240, a
resolution affirming the role of the
United States in improving access to
quality, inclusive public education and
improved learning outcomes for chil-
dren and adolescents, particularly for
girls, in the poorest countries through
the Global Partnership for Education.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTION

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Ms.
SMITH, Mr. ROUNDS, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. HOEVEN, and Mr.
CRAMER):

S. 2484. A bill to require the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to allow emer-
gency haying under the conservation
reserve program during the primary
nesting season; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:
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S. 2484

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Conserva-
tion Reserve Program Flexibility Act of
2021’ or the *“CRP Flexibility Act’.

SEC. 2. EMERGENCY HAYING DURING THE PRI-
MARY NESTING SEASON.

Section 1233(b)(1) of the Food Security Act
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3833(b)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A)(ii), by inserting
‘“‘subject to subclauses (I) and (IIT) of clause
(i), and subclauses (I) and (II) of clause (ii),
of subparagraph (B),”” before ‘‘are subject
to”’; and

(2) in subparagraph (B)(i)—

(A) by redesignating subclauses (I) through
(VI) as subclauses (II) through (VII), respec-
tively;

(B) by inserting before subclause (II) (as so
redesignated) the following:

‘“(I) emergency haying in response to a lo-
calized or regional drought, flooding, wild-
fire, or other emergency, on all practices,
during or outside the primary nesting sea-
son, when—

‘‘(aa) the county is designated as D2 (se-
vere drought) or greater according to the
United States Drought Monitor;

‘“(bb) there is at least a 40 percent loss in
forage production in the county; or

‘‘(cc) the Secretary, in coordination with
the State technical committee, determines
that the program can assist in the response
to a natural disaster event without perma-
nent damage to the established cover;’’;

(C) in subclause (II) (as so redesignated), in
the matter preceding item (aa), by striking
‘“‘emergency haying, emergency grazing, or
other emergency use’’ and inserting ‘‘emer-
gency grazing or other emergency use’’; and

(D) in subclause (IV) (as so redesignated),
by striking ‘‘outside the primary nesting
season’ and inserting ‘‘during or outside the
primary nesting season’’.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 321—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE TO REDUCE TRAFFIC
FATALITIES TO ZERO BY 2050

Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. KING, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. LUJAN) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation:

S. RES. 321

Whereas roadway fatalities kill tens of
thousands of people in the United States
each year;

Whereas, according to the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration (referred
to in this preamble as “NHTSA”), 38,680 lives
were lost in motor vehicle crashes in 2020
and all of the deaths were preventable;

Whereas more than 100 people lose their
lives on a typical day on the roadways of the
Nation, with traffic crashes being the lead-
ing cause of death for people ages 1 to 25;

Whereas alcohol-impaired driving crashes
are a leading killer on the roadways of the
Nation, with 10,142 lives lost to alcohol-im-
paired driving in 2019, according to NHTSA;

Whereas, according to NHTSA, in 2019,
3,142 people died in motor vehicle crashes in-
volving distracted drivers and an estimated
additional 424,000 people were injured in
motor vehicle crashes involving distracted
drivers;
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Whereas, according to NHTSA, 6,205 pedes-
trians were killed in traffic crashes the
United States in 2019, representing a 13 per-
cent increase in the last 5 years;

Whereas, according to NHTSA, the number
of pedestrian fatalities increased by 44 per-
cent from 2010 to 2019;

Whereas, according to the National Com-
plete Streets Coalition at Smart Growth
America, the pedestrian fatality rate for
American Indian and Alaska Native people is
221 percent higher than that of White, non-
Hispanic people in the United States, and
Black people were struck and killed by driv-
ers at a 82 percent higher rate than White,
non-Hispanic people in the United States;

Whereas, according to NHTSA, a total of
843 bicyclists were killed in crashes with
motor vehicles in 2019, representing a 36 per-
cent increase in the last 10 years;

Whereas independent research in 2015 found
that motor vehicle crash death rates were as
much as 4.3 times greater for those at the
bottom of the education spectrum than those
at the top;

Whereas, according to NHTSA, motor-
cycles represented only 3 percent of all reg-
istered vehicles, but accounted for 14 percent
of all traffic fatalities and 17 percent of all
occupant fatalities in 2019;

Whereas, according to NHTSA, in 2019, 45
percent of motor vehicle traffic fatalities oc-
curred on rural roads, despite only 30 percent
of miles traveled occurring on rural roads;

Whereas, according to NHTSA, seatbelts
saved 14,955 lives in 2017 but lack of universal
seatbelt usage costs the economy of the
United States $10,000,000,000 annually;

Whereas, according to NHTSA, in 2019, 47
percent of passenger vehicle occupants who
died in a motor vehicle crash were unre-
strained, while 86 percent of occupants who
survived a motor vehicle crash were re-
strained;

Whereas, according to the Insurance Insti-
tute for Highway Safety, increasing speed
limits over the last 256 years have led to ap-
proximately 37,000 deaths;

Whereas, according to NHTSA, speeding
accounted for 26 percent of all traffic fatali-
ties in 2019;

Whereas, according to Consumer Reports,
existing safety technologies could cut road
fatalities in half if such technologies were
made standard on all vehicles, saving ap-
proximately 20,000 lives annually;

Whereas roadway fatalities and injuries
rose during the COVID-19 pandemic and re-
main a persistent killer on the roadways of
our Nation;

Whereas, a deep history of inequalities in
the United States continues to impact trans-
portation systems, with low-income neigh-
borhoods experiencing more than twice as
many pedestrian fatalities as neighborhoods
with the highest incomes, according to the
National Complete Streets Coalition at
Smart Growth America;

Whereas too many families in the United
States have been personally affected by pre-
ventable crashes; and

Whereas a data-driven safe systems ap-
proach is proven to be effective at reducing
traffic fatalities and injuries, including
through taking into account all aspects of
the transportation environment and not re-
quiring a single actor to be responsible for
traffic safety: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commits to advancing policies that will
end roadway fatalities by 2050;

(2) calls on Congress and the Department
of Transportation to commit to working to-
gether to achieve zero roadway fatalities by
the year 2050;

(3) supports efforts to address disparities
and other equity-related issues related to
transportation safety;
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(4) calls on the Department of Transpor-
tation, and the agencies within the Depart-
ment of Transportation, to improve data
gathering and tracking of traffic crashes and
other issues related to transportation safety;

(5) calls on the Department of Transpor-
tation, and the agencies within the Depart-
ment of Transportation, to commit to the
implementation of proven countermeasures
and interventions to prioritize transpor-
tation safety;

(6) recognizes the need for a safe systems
approach in United States transportation to
improve access, safety, and mobility; and

(7) supports the use of the term ‘‘crash”
and not ‘‘accident’” when describing traffic
incidents and encourages all United States
Government agencies to use this term.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 322—RE-
AFFIRMING THE ALLIANCE BE-
TWEEN THE UNITED STATES
AND BULGARIA, CONGRATU-
LATING BULGARIA ON ITS JULY
11, 2021 PARLIAMENTARY ELEC-
TIONS, AND CALLING FOR CON-
TINUED PROGRESS IN BULGARIA
TOWARDS COMBATING CORRUP-
TION, RESPECTING THE FREE-
DOM OF THE PRESS, AND PRO-
TECTING MINORITY RIGHTS

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. TILLIS) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. REs. 322

Whereas Bulgaria, which is an original sig-
natory of the Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe, done at Helsinki Au-
gust 1, 1975 (commonly known as the ‘‘Hel-
sinki Final Act’’)—

(1) has transitioned from a Cold War-era,
Soviet satellite to a multi-party democracy
with a market economy; and

(2) remains an active and constructive par-
ticipant in the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE);

Whereas because of its progress on the in-
stitutionalization of democratic systems and
economic reforms, Bulgaria joined the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in 2004
and the European Union in 2007;

Whereas Bulgaria is a steadfast ally of the
United States in an area of strategic impor-
tance to the United States;

Whereas bilateral security cooperation be-
tween the United States and Bulgaria is deep
and growing stronger, including through the
October 2020 signing of a 10-year defense co-
operation roadmap, and regular TUnited
States military training conducted in Bul-
garia, including at the Novo Selo Training
Area;

Whereas Bulgaria has contributed approxi-
mately 21,000 troops to various NATO mis-
sions;

Whereas Bulgaria is on track to consist-
ently reach defense spending of at least 2
percent of its gross domestic product by 2024;

Whereas the international observers rep-
resenting the OSCE Office for Democratic In-
stitutions and Human Rights, the OSCE Par-
liamentary Assembly, and the Parliamen-
tary Assembly of the Council of Europe con-
cluded that Bulgaria’s July 11, 2021 par-
liamentary elections were ‘‘competitive with
fundamental freedoms generally respected’’;

Whereas on July 8 and 9, 2021, Bulgaria
hosted the annual summit meeting of the
Three Seas Initiative, a unique region-led
undertaking launched in 2015 to create a po-
litical platform and investment fund to pro-
mote transportation, energy, and digital in-
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frastructure connectivity across its 12 mem-
ber states (Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Czechia, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lith-
uania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, and Slo-
venia);

Whereas Bulgaria’s continued progress has
been threatened by multiple internal chal-
lenges, including corruption, and Bulgaria is
consistently among the lowest-ranked Euro-
pean Union member states in Transparency
International’s Corruption Perceptions
Index;

Whereas Bulgaria was ranked 112th out of
180 countries in the Reporters Without Bor-
ders 2021 World Press Freedom Index, which
is the lowest position of any European Union
country;

Whereas on March 10, 2021, a Reporters
Without Borders expert stated, ‘‘Press free-
dom has reached an impasse in Bulgaria and
independent media are on the brink of dis-
appearing’’, citing political interference with
public broadcasters, and the abuse of pri-
vately-owned media for political purposes,
among other concerns;

Whereas Bulgaria is an attractive, low-cost
investment destination with a talented,
tech-savvy labor pool, but has problems with
endemic corruption, including in large infra-
structure projects and in the energy sector;

Whereas on June 2, 2021, the Department of
the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Con-
trol announced sanctions under the Global
Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability
Act (subtitle F of title XII of Public Law 114-
328; 22 U.S.C. 2656 note) against 3 Bulgarian
individuals and 64 associated entities, while
the Department of State announced visa
bans on 5 former Bulgarian Government offi-
cials due to corruption;

Whereas religious pluralism has long been
a positive feature of Bulgarian society,
though the Muslim community still encoun-
ters obstacles in its quest to reclaim prop-
erty and build new houses of worship in
Sofia;

Whereas the Romani community faces sys-
temic discrimination in Bulgaria, including
discrimination in access to education, rights
to residency, and access to voting, and
Romani settlements faced particularly harsh
restrictions as a result of the COVID-19 pan-
demic;

Whereas Bulgaria has withheld its support
for neighboring North Macedonia to open ac-
cession talks with the European Union; and

Whereas America’s most successful and en-
during relationships are built on shared val-
ues: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms its commitment to the his-
toric partnership between the United States
and Bulgaria and to advance democracy,
prosperity and security in Bulgaria;

(2) congratulates the Bulgarian people on
the successful conduct of the July 11 par-
liamentary elections;

(3) declares its support for the Three Seas
Initiative;

(4) urges Bulgarian authorities to redouble
efforts to address corruption, sustain and
protect a healthy independent media, and
protect the rights of all minority groups in
Bulgaria, in line with its commitments to
the Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe;

(5) encourages Bulgaria to support the as-
pirations for European Union membership of
neighboring North Macedonia;

(6) supports Bulgaria’s efforts to diversify
its energy sources to minimize the malign
influence of dominant suppliers; and

(7) affirms its intent to continue to support
Bulgaria’s efforts in these areas, including
through the application of a wide range of
supportive measures, such as—

(A) targeted Global Magnitsky Sanctions,
as and when appropriate; and
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